
PAGE 2A — NEWS The Madison CounTy ReCoRd THURSDAY, MAY 29, 2025

•• See  COUNTY CALENDARCOUNTY CALENDAR  Page 8a

Colbaugh Cemetery Decoration Day 
and Memorial Service   

Decoration Day for Colbaugh Cemetery will be June 
1. A memorial service will begin at 10 a.m. There will be 
a lunch at 12 p.m., and a singing after. 

Decorating Day at Buckeye Cemetery   

The Decorating Day for Buckeye Cemetery will be 
June 1. Everyone is welcome! Donations may be made 
at any Arvest Bank. 

Decoration Day for Ogden Cemetery   

The Ogden Cemetery Decoration Day is Sunday, June 
1. Donations can be mailed to Teresa Morgan, P.O. Box 
76, Greenland AR 72737. 

                                                                                21-2tp

Upcoming Father’s Day Lunch   

The Forum/Alabam Fire Department Auxiliary is host-
ing a Father’s Day lunch on Saturday, June 7 from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. There will be food from Milner’s BBQ, $10 
for adults and $5 for kids. Located at Presley Chapel 
United Methodist Church, 3091 Madison 1335, Hunts-
ville.

                                                                                21-2tp

Fritts Cemetery Decoration Day   

The decoration day for Fritts Cemetery will be June 
8 at 2 p.m. Bring your chair and check book. Donations 
can be sent to Virginia Threet, PO Box 78, Fayetteville, 
AR 72701. 

Decoration Day at Riverside Cemetery   

Decoration will be held at Riverside Cemetery at St. 
Paul on Sunday, June 8. Bring a covered dish for lunch 
at noon. Donations for upkeep may be sent to Janice 
Smith, 103 Northview Ave., Huntsville, AR 72740.

By Mark Hump(r)y
R)cor, E,-.or

/is week, four Hunts-
ville boys are attending Boys 
State, a week-long leadership 
and civic engagement experi-
ence for male students enter-
ing their senior year of high 
school.

/e annual event on the 
campus of the University of 
Central Arkansas at Conway 
hosts 610 students, referred 
to as delegates, from 207 high 
schools throughout the state. 
Boys State began Sunday and 
runs through Friday.

Huntsville will be repre-
sented by Gunnar Bartlett, 
Colton Edwards, Evan Moore 
and Dane Spurlock.

“Arkansas Boys State has 
become an institution for 
youth leadership and civic 
development in Arkansas,” 
said Dr. Lloyd Jackson, the 
program’s executive director. 
“We continue to be a premier 
youth leadership experience 
for students, as we have for 
more than 60,000 delegates 
since 1940.”

High Enrollment

/e 2025 event sponsored 
by the American Legion, 
marks its 84th session and ac-
cording to Kaleb Turner, Di-
rector of Engagement, boasts 
the program’s largest enroll-
ment in 10 years. /e program 
and student attendees are led 
by 80 volunteer sta0 members 
who converge at UCA  for the 
week.

“/is impressive enroll-
ment means that students, 
educators, and communities 
are excited about the trans-
formative leadership and civic 
engagement work we continue 
to provide for the state’s next 
generation of leaders,” Jackson 
said.

/e Huntsville delegates 
heard from an array of guest 
speakers, including former 
Gov. Asa Hutchinson, Ar-
kansas Secretary of State Cole 
Jester, UA System President Lt. 
Gen. Jay Silveria, and Arkan-
sas state legislators.

Immersive Program

Arkansas Boys State is an 
immersive program in civics 
education designed for high 
school juniors. Since 1940, the 
week-long program has aimed 
to transform the next genera-
tion of leaders throughout the 
state and beyond.

Distinguished alumni in-
clude former President Bill 
Clinton, U.S. Ambassador to 
Israel and former Arkansas 
Gov. Mike Huckabee, Sena-
tors John Boozman and Tom 
Cotton, former White House 
Chiefs of Sta0 Mack McLarty 
and Jack Watson Jr.,  and for-
mer Arkansas Chief Justice 
John Dan Kemp.

Kelvin Orduna of Hunts-
ville recently walked through 
graduation ceremonies with 
the Huntsville Class of 2025 
and graduated from the Ar-
kansas School for Mathemat-
ics, Sciences, and the Arts 
(ASMSA), in Hot Springs 
on May 19. State law allows 
ASMSA students to walk 
through graduation ceremo-
nies at their hometown and 
Orduna said he was welcomed 
by his hometown faculty and 
students. 

Orduna attended Boys 
State as a delegate prior to his 
senior year.

“It really shows that stu-
dents in Arkansas, especially, 
that they have an interest in 
politics. /ey’re wanting to 
go out, show their views and 
debate it in a formal way with 
other peers,” Orduna said.

Civic Boot Camp

/is year’s program includ-
ed the usual slate of Arkansas 
Boys State activities. Delegates 
administered a mock govern-
ment from the ground up, en-
gaged with peers on social and 
political issues, heard from 
prominent keynote speakers 
and participated in the pro-
gram’s marquis Schools of In-
struction program.

“Boys State for me showed 
a lot of discipline within the 
students. /ere’s a routine ev-
ery day. You wake up at 8 a.m. 

and have breakfast with all of 
the students. It’s not a kind of 
free-for-all where you can go if 
you want to. Everyone goes [to 
breakfast],” Orduna said.

Jackson noted many dele-
gates had fathers and grandfa-
thers who attended Arkansas 
Boys State. 

“We have alumni who are 
paying it forward by spon-
soring students’ attendance. 
We have educators sending 
students from their school 
for the 1rst time ever. /is is 
truly going to be an excellent, 
transformative, and inspiring 
84th session of Arkansas Boys 
State,” Jackson said.

Mock Elections

One di0erence between 
Boys State and the real world 
is that to streamline the pro-
cess each delegate is assigned 
to a political party, rather than 
choosing an a2liation, and 
assigned a party platform in-
stead of determining their 
own political perspective.

“/ere’s two parties and 
they’re both 1ctional and 
you’re also assigned a coun-
ty. /ere’s a lot of pride with-
in your own county with the 
di0erent colors. Mine was 
Cotton County, the red one,” 
Orduna said.

Delegates were also as-
signed a city. /roughout the 
week, delegates administered 
a mock government as if it 
were real. /ey ran for o2ce, 
dra3ed and passed legislation, 
solved municipal challenges, 
and engaged constituents.

“It’s all 1ctional, but you’re 
assigned one [party] and then 
you get assigned views as well. 
Whether you agree with that 
or don’t agree you just kind of 
go with it. It’s not really sup-
posed to be polarizing like it 
is now, but more to just kind 
of show o0 your debate skills,” 
Orduna said.

/e idea is to expose the 
delegates to a political envi-
ronment to teach them how to 
function in that world.

Orduna ran for various of-
1ces and mounted a campaign 
for governor during his Boys 

State and counts that as a ben-
e1cial experience.

“Being able to have this 
platform and having to debate 
with another peer in front of 
hundreds of other kids was 
really bene1cial for anyone to 
improve their public speaking 
skills or to just be con1dent in 
front of a microphone,” Ordu-
na said. “[Being] in front of 
people you don’t know who 
have opposing views from you 
I think is bene1cial to anyone.”

Shaping A Future

By the week’s end, the 
delegates have experienced 
civic responsibility and en-
gagement 1rsthand.  Turner 
anticipated delegates would 
make life-long memories and 
friends while operating with 
the Boys State guiding princi-
ple that “Democracy Depends 
on Me.”

“Each of these 610 young 
men will embark on a week 
that shapes a lifetime, and they 
have communities of support 
who are standing alongside 
them,” Jackson said.

International Project

Boys State helped Orduna 
develop and polish his skills in 
the art of making a presenta-
tion, something he mastered 
well enough to facilitate an in-
ternational philanthropy proj-
ect of creating local Internet 
service for his parents’ home-
town in southern Mexico. 

“/at was a passion project 
for me last summer. It was to 
install almost 300,000 square 
feet of Internet coverage in a 
rural town in Oaxaca, Mexi-
co,” Orduna said.

To accomplish the project, 
Orduna had to have a lot of 
conversations with engineers 
and people who did network-
ing and in his words, “to really 
do it most e2ciently put out 
this network in a town that 
has never had Internet cover-
age before.”

Boys State helped prepare 
him to make that quantum 
leap into international philan-
thropy.

Boys State aims to instill civic leadership


